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Chairman’s Update: 
October saw John Morgan's annual 
Highland Fling take place, which I was lucky 
enough to attend.  I believe someone is writing 
about this so I won't go into too much detail 
other than I had a great meal in Edinburgh with 
my daughter on the way up - on what was to be 

the last night of pubs and restaurants for a while 
in a large part Scotland, which was entertaining!  The ride up and 
around Scotland for me was great, the ride home in a day was 
anything but..... 540 miles, the first 450 in moderate or heavy rain.... 
I believe the rest of the flingers had more luck.  But a great week 
away, thanks JM for organising it.  

Committee discussions are getting into the detail of how the AGM 
will work.  Sometime around mid November we will send out an 
AGM invitation email with details of what will be either a Zoom or 
MS Teams on-line meeting with all the details required to join.  We 
would hope that a good proportion of the membership will attend.  
We haven't run as many events as normal but we have done as 
much as we could so there's still much to talk about and of 
course the elections need a quorate meeting to qualify as an official 
vote.  The email will also contain a link to nomination forms for 
committee roles.  Over the next couple of weeks we will be testing 

Suffolk Riders

certain scenarios in Teams and Zoom so that we are not flying blind on the night and that we're 
presenting on the best platform.  We will also be calling for volunteers to test the platform to a wider 
audience and we would appreciate your help with that.

cheers, Jon
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October Activities
Highland Fling 2020 Grantown on Spey. - Authors various
Comment from the tour organiser.

Many of us have not felt free to get out on our bikes as much as we would have liked this year.  With 
Covid restrictions changing almost by the day, and threatening our travels up to the last minute, riders 
pitched in with good humour, banter and teamwork.   

It was great to ride with Mike and Andy on their first time on this trip; and again with Alan (who lives 
in the borders now); and I’m grateful to Phil for sharing the load by leading a group.   Over the week I 
enjoyed nearly every one of 1,600 miles and after getting home, asked the group for a few anonymous 
words against these questions, and some pictures.  

See whether you would like to join in next year… 
John M. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Q: I really enjoyed?

# The whole week, the company, the 
banter, the roads, the hospitality, good 
call John, and thanks to all

# The day that Chris A, John M and I 
rode up to Tongue and Durness on the 
north coast of Scotland. It was a 282 
mile round trip, but a brilliant ride. 
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We emerged from a brief shower to see a fabulous rainbow, with the sun sparkling across the heather, 
a loch, and the mountains. The roads were mainly single track with almost no traffic, so we could 
really enjoy ourselves. And we stopped twice at a lovely little café for great coffee and cake. What’s 
not to like?

Q: Where else can you ride for miles and-?  

# -miles where the only other road users are a Pine Marten 
and a Red Squirrel!! 

# One day we rode for 40 miles on a single track road and saw 
at most 4 other vehicles. It was my 3rd biking trip to Scotland 
and I think every rider should try it at least once.  Scotland in 
October is a two-edged sword. 

The camper vans have almost all gone home, and the roads 
are deserted, but it can be wet and cold. 

But when the sun comes out, the scenery is breathtaking, 
and the riding is like nowhere else.

Q: Something that surprised me?

# - a.  The mind blowing number of speed cameras on last leg of the A68  Lauder/ Edinburgh, or 
perhaps

- b. How (given some decent gear) you can 
still stay warm, dry, focused & comfortable 
all day riding at the back end of the season

# [But shouldn’t have] – the locals are 
extremely friendly and can’t do enough for 
you. The food is great and there is always 
plenty of it.

Q: Riding in rain?

# Hmmm! -generally tends to bring out 
the sheep in me, but as expected, a week on variable /challenging road conditions 
with skilled riding companions does wonders for your all round confidence and handling.  Anyway, 
Rain.. what rain?  We live in the UK, not the Med so let's embrace it.    

# Expect it, prepare for it, don’t let it spoil the fun. The right gear is essential. I was warm and dry, 
modern tyres stick like glue, what is the problem?

Q: Should Scotland be on every riders biking CV?

# Yes definitely.  Most of us will have done Wales etc cos its closer, but the scenery, scale, space & 
spirit of the Highlands set it well apart and easily justify the extra day getting there (especially given 
the brilliant biking routes up n back).
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# going along the side of a valley in light rain / drizzle, when there was a break in the clouds to one 
side just big enough for the sun to shine through, and there was the most amazing rainbow contrasting 
with the dark of the clouds and the other side of the 
valley.  It was huge, very bright and very close … right 
down to the bike!  ‘There’s a lot of gold in them thar 
hills’

# I 
love riding in Europe, but 
there is some great riding to 
be had in the UK too. 
Scotland is big and almost 
empty. 

Q: Would I recommend 
mates to go? 

# Abso-flippin-lutely!

# Yes

# Definitely!
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Group Training Ride 18th October – Beacon 
Hill to Cafe 33 - Stephen W.

Great weather for the time of year. Busy at Beacon 
Hill: 'lower and louder' BMW/Audi/Porsche meet 
up (boy racers!) parking across the middle of the 
lorry park, one or two bikes other than ourselves. 
Lots of 'bonhomie'!

Good progress made by our group on the road. 
Stopped to review in Chelsworth village, chatted so 
long that the other group overtook us!

Sudbury empty, passed other group on Hedingham 
Road. Stopped in Castle Hedingham to review, other 
group overtook us!

Caught up other group, arrived at Cafe 33 all 
together!

Initially busy, lots of bikes. Noteworthy – CCM 
Spitfire, Ducati with side walls scrubbed (hopefully 
on a race circuit not the A143!), some loud 
exhausts!

Ate first Full English this year.

More chat, put the world to rights. Rode home 
together, until Sudbury when we all went in 

separate directions!

Thank you to all who turned out, most 
enjoyable!

https://www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/motorcycle-reviews/2017-2018-ccm-spitfire-ar181947.html
https://www.topspeed.com/motorcycles/motorcycle-reviews/2017-2018-ccm-spitfire-ar181947.html
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Breakfast Run to Oakington Garden Centre – 25 October – Phil Sayer 

Following the very successful evening fish and chip runs in the summer, for the autumn the events 
group decided to try out Sunday morning breakfast runs. Brian Carter, David Wood, Terry Beales, Vini 
Evans and I all offered to lead a group. Under the Covid ‘rule of six’ all the runs have to start in 
different places and go to different destinations, and are limited to six attendees (including pillions). 
So we thought we would offer rides of differing 
lengths to see what worked best. Brian Carter 
decided to go for a long ride – 100 miles to the 
March Hare tea rooms at Corby Glen – but I 
thought I’d go for something a little shorter. 
Many places stop serving breakfast at 11.30, so 
60 miles seemed like a fair ride but not too far 
to miss breakfast. It’s some years since I’ve been 
to Oakington Garden Centre near Bar Hill the 
other side of Cambridge, they always used to 
serve a good breakfast, so I thought I’d give it a 
go.

Five 
of us met at Beacon Hill just before 9.00am – James 
Myers had to cancel at the last minute because of work. 
The forecast had looked good but just as we arrived it 
started raining. I thought “Let’s hope it’s only a shower!” 
And so it proved. The further west we went the more 
blue the sky became. However there had been heavy rain 
and strong winds all night so there was plenty of water 
on the roads and bits of foliage everywhere. We started 
off a little carefully, but by the time we crossed into 

Cambridgeshire the clouds had disappeared entirely, the 
roads were drying out nicely, and we stepped up the pace on the flat and empty roads across the Fens.

After the initial email to members I had two spare 
places. Jeff Martin brought along a friend, Graham 
Shipp, on his Africa Twin – the classic one not the 
new one! He told us he’d owned over 30 bikes and 
liked the Africa Twin best because it has ‘character’. 
He chose well because he paid less than £2000 for it, 
and now they have become collectable and prices are 
rising. I invited a friend too – Karl Grimwade, who is 
a SAM Observer but enjoys our more ‘progressive’ 
riding style. Both enjoyed the ride and said they 
would like to join Suffolk Riders. Great result! 
Stephen Worrall rode shotgun to make sure we didn’t 

https://www.marchharecorbyglen.co.uk/
https://www.oakingtongardencentre.co.uk/the-olive-tree-cafe
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November Activities
The Events Group
Will meet on the 5th of November to review the rides that took place on the 25th October and plan 
outings for the 22nd November. The membership will be informed by email of the result of their 
deliberations.

lose anyone, as Jeff and Graham don’t use satnavs.

Three of us ordered the full English. It took over 30 minutes to arrive, so it was just as well that we 
were enjoying a good chat and not in a hurry. It was worth waiting for though, I only just managed to 
finish mine and left one of the generous two rounds of toast that came with it.

I hadn’t planned a return route, but Jeff said he needed to go into Sudbury, so I suggested a country 
amble to avoid the boredom of the A14. We rode down the M11 to Duxford, turned onto the A505, 
then across though Linton, Haverhill, Clare and Cavendish. The sun shone, the roads were dry, and 
it was great to be out and riding. I arrived home just after 1.00. The bike is filthy again of course, but 
that’s a small price to pay for a most enjoyable morning’s ride. Two of our number said riding their 
bikes is the only thing that kept them sane during the last six months of Covid misery. I feel the 
same – perhaps we should promote motorcycling to the NHS as a mental health improvement 
strategy!
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Member’s Forum
Another confession - Karen P. 
It’s me again with another confession….I was unfortunate to receive a parking ticket on my bike 
while parking in Stowmarket by the clock tower, I totally deserved it and was cross only with myself…
in my defence there were a couple of cycles parked, then two motorcycles and I parked on the end 
and was held up slightly in the bank ☹"#, but the parking attendant was kind enough to slip the ticket 
on my seat rather than stick it on to my screen, so I was grateful for the!


After receiving the ticket I thought where can I park my bike?  I rode around a few of the car parks 
and did not find the designated motorcycle bays acceptable as they were allocated in secluded areas 
which would make me feel unsafe.  I made contact with the local council and they have advised that 
motorcycles can park in a bay, please see the following extract:-


‘If any motorcycle bay is full then you can allow motorbikes to park in any marked bay. If there is 
no signage to say they have to pay then it will be free for a motorcycle. There are plenty of 
places motorcycles can park and if there is one place feels unsafe then it would be best to move 
somewhere that would feel safer.

Plus this information from the enforcement team:-


We are checking all the car parks for visibility of the motorcycle bays. I know there is a clear 
marked bay also in B&M car park near to the steps. The free bay,15mins, in the town is outside 
the TSB bank where the bollards are opposite the taxi rank*.


The problem with Ipswich Street is the building work for the Regal unless Mid Suffolk want to 
introduce a temp motorcycle bay, if in fact there is one which is where they are building, as this 
would only be fair.  


I will let you know if we discover some more. There are also the limited bays around the town as 
well , Kensington Road, Milton road North and Stowupland Street but these are limited to 30 
mins.  


Kind Regards,


Jane (Car Park - Administration & Technical Support Officer)


Countryside and Public Realm’


Also I made the same enquiries with Anglia Retail Park by Asda and received a similar response:-


We can confirm that you are able to park in any non-designated marked bay at the Anglia Retail 
Park as a motorcyclist. You are unable to park in the electric vehicle bays without an electric 
vehicle, likewise you are unable to park in a blue badge bay without a valid blue badge. Please 
see the below taken from our terms and conditions.


a) park within the confines of a marked parking bay;
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b) not park in a parking bay designated for a specific use when you are not entitled to do so, 
such as bays designated for use by disabled persons without an appropriate disability badge 
displayed (please note that we do not operate a Blue Badge Scheme);


 Please do not hesitate to contact us should you need any further assistance.


 Kind Regards, The Ipserv Team


*The 15min free parking is not enforced as there are no information signs present, personally I prefer 
not to abuse this but I have taken advantage of this parking area for around 20 mins.


I hope this will help us all with parking?


Many thanks


Karen
NBMy fine was £70.00 and if paid within two weeks there was a discount of £35.00.

Before I paid the fine I appealed on the grounds of parking in a 'loading bay' as I was delivering 
documents to the bank but they upheld the parking fine and I paid the £35.00.

Request from Chris Jackson
Is there anyone who would loan me a  motorcycle trailer?

If so I’d be grateful if you would contact me:

crazychrisjackson@btinternet.com or on 0790 500 3510

Many thanks,

Chris Jackson 

mailto:crazychrisjackson@btinternet.com
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Bargain Basement
Chris Austin’s beloved BMW R1200RT is for sale.
EY63 RVO has 28k miles on the clock and I’ve lovingly looked after it for the past 17k of them.  It has 
a full service history from the local BMW specialists, Mototechniks, and has been a wonderfully 
reliable and comfortable motorcycle for the past three years.

It is black, has panniers and a top box, plus all the toys other than a radio.

So why do I want to sell it?  Frankly, I’m getting lighter and the RT isn’t, so I shall go back to a smaller 
bike, something like a BMW F800GT.

It’s priced at only £6995, and you can view it as a private sale at Mototechniks in Stowmarket during 
normal business hours.  Please call Matt or Neil on 01449 775 775

The description on the website: 2013 BMW R 1200 
RT in Black, MU (model update) version. First registered 
on 27/09/2013 on a 63 plate. 4 owners from new. 27885 
miles with full service history. BMWs flagship boxer-
engine tourer has a huge level of standard specification, 
including: 3-piece luggage, centre stand, heated grips, 

heated seat, electric screen, 
cruise control, traction 
control (ASC) and 
electronically adjustable 
suspension (ESA). This 
bike also benefits from 
some added accessories 
including: engine bars, 
cylinder head covers, 
fender extender and 
front-lower engine 
protector. Finance and 
Nationwide delivery 
available. Sale on behalf 
of a customer, so no part 
exchange against this 
particular bike. This 

fully-kitted RT has been well looked after. Owned by a regular customer of ours, this bike is well known to us and 
has been looked after by our workshop since 2017, with solid history and a good selection of extras over and above the 
impressive standard spec.

https://www.mototechniks.com/usedbikes/bmw-r-1200-rt-6995/
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The Last Laugh Word
My thanks to this month’s regular contributors.

Having (probably like you) just watched the Prime Minister’s press conference, I don’t think the 
Events Group will be meeting on November 5th, and, consequently, probably no runs in November.

I received one response to Bakson’s request for help to understand counter steering in last month’s 
letter. I could have just published it, but, to be honest, I did not find it that easy to follow. While 
going through his article and looking up various facts and figures, one quote I found stood out for me 
“If there was an easy answer to understanding counter steering, it would be out there.” For many of us 
that fact that it works, and works very well, is enough. Why try to understand a non-intuitive force of 
nature? Well, one member has sorted it out in his brain, and, given some time, perhaps I will also. If 
that’s the case, I hope to work with the member and we will be able to present a readable explanation 
which might be of interest to some of our members.

“What do you call a cyclist who doesn't wear a helmet? An organ donor.” David Perry 
(When I saw this I was reminded of meeting a surgeon and his nurse wife on holiday. When I told him I rode a 
motorcycle they  both cried out simultaneously, “Organ donor fodder!” Ed.)

I Could Nap Or
I swear it is raining outside today
Anyway, it feels like it in my bones.
Arthritis has kicked up her heels
Reminding me I am not a spring chicken
Or even a lively old tired worn-out rooster
I am long in the tooth as we loved to say
When we were young and reckless and never ever
ever ever ever ever ever ever ever ever 
expected to get old.

But old I am and it is raining outside
And my body is yawning 
And I want a nap
Which I can now take
Thank god
For I am old
A motorcycle ride?
Okay
Who wants to live forever anyway? (Applicable to me Ed.)

It’s very lonely sitting here so any response would be most welcome. Colin

I leave this line in every month and occasionally get an email to say the newsletter was enjoyable. But 
last month I had the pleasure of a member phoning me for a chat. How enjoyable was that?

https://allpoetry.com/poem/15079601-I-Could-Nap-Or-by-PinkFaerie5
mailto:webmaster@suffolkriders.co.uk?subject=Newsletter%20-%20format.
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